
Celilo Falls long served as a trade center, sacred fishing ground and gathering place for the Northwest Indian 
tribes. When The Dalles Dam was constructed, the falls were flooded. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers provided a 
new location near the original falls, where about 50 people live in Celilo Village. Inadequate maintenance, as well as 
sanitary and water systems, caused public health and safety concerns to village residents.  

To resolve these problems, the Tribes requested the Portland District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, to rebuild 
the village under the Columbia River Treaty Fishing Access Sites Project. Congress authorized the reconstruction of 
the village in March 2004, and the Corps expects construction to be completed by 2009.  
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as the Corps continues Celilo Village redevelopment. 

Designing a play area 
 The children of Celilo Village don’t have to wait until 
they grow up to design something big. Celilo teacher 
Jean Vercouteren, 11 children and Corps design leader 
Gail Lovell met for a design workshop where they par-
ticipated in creating the new play area design.  

 
Lovell brought in catalogs and the children searched 

through them for ideas about what they needed, like 
climbing structures. With markers, scissors and glue the 
children filled a dozen flip-chart pages with their ideas.  

The older kids unanimously wanted a basketball court.  
Since the court will need cement, the group planned 
grassy areas to balance the hard surface. They picked 
play equipment especially for the little kids. Vercouteren 
says the children are already asking when work begins 
on their play space. The play area will be located where 
their classroom sits now. 

Phase I contract awarded 
 The Corps awarded a $5.29 million contract to Col-
ville Tribal Services Sept.5. The contract includes con-
structing new sewage lagoons, water system and install-
ing temporary housing, said George Miller project man-
ager. The contractor will have 302 days from Sept. 28 to 
complete the work. 
 The Corps and the contractor will meet will in early 
October to outline what each expects for a successful 
project. The Corps will ask the board and BIA to add 
their expectations at the October Wy-Am board meeting. 
 With construction starting soon, the Corps’ relocation 
teams will work closely with residents of the village 
during the visit the village during the next nine to 12 
months. The teams will work with residents’ specific 
relocation needs. 

 Samples of possible materials and colors for the per-
manent homes are on display in the Longhouse for resi-
dents to look over and select their preferences. Resident 
Karen Whitford is delivering accompanying question-
naires and pre-addressed, stamped envelopes. Lovell 
will coordinate the selections with designers. She asked 
residents to mail their selections to her as soon as possi-
ble or bring them to the Wy-Am meeting on Oct. 26. 

Gail Lovell holds the children’s design pages 

Grant awarded  
CTUIR was awarded a grant from the Ford Family 

Foundation to conduct two design sessions for the new 
dance hall, CTUIR Development Officer John Chess  
announced. It will result in a conceptual design that can 
be utilized to secure additional funds for the project. 

Architect Chuck 
Archer shows 
sample material 
and color  
options  

House design choices  



 The Celilo Village Redevelopment Newsletter is published 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Portland District, to 
keep residents and other interested members of the public 
informed of the Celilo Village redevelopment.  
For more information about this project, please contact 
George Miller at (503) 808-4704 or email 
george.j.miller@usace.army.mil.  
Portland District Commander: Col. Thomas O’Donovan 
Project Manager: George Miller 
Newsletter writer and designer: Susan Hess 

News from the Wy-Am board meeting 
• Wy-Am Board member Ron Suppah invited Miller and the board to attend a Nov. or Dec. Warm Springs Tribal 

Council meeting to report on Celilo redevelopment.  
• The board is concerned about Yakama Tribal representatives not attending the Wy-Am Board meetings. Board 

chair Antone Minthorn and Suppah both made inquiries to the Yakama Chair encouraging their participation. 
• The board voted to allow AA free weekly use of the Longhouse and asked AA to donate what it can afford. AA 

will hold their 20th anniversary dinner there Oct.19.  
• The board voted to support a Celilo Village transportation project CTUIR planner Jim Beard proposed. He will see 

if Mid-Columbia transit would offer a three times a week Celilo run on a trial basis. It would be free to residents. 
Louie Pitt, Jr., CTWP Governmental Affairs director, said Warm Springs has funds for elderly and disabled trans-
portation, and will find out if those funds can be used off-reservation to assist this program. 

• Beard is also seeking funding for leadership training to help residents develop a form of self-governance. When 
construction finishes in 2008, residents should have a governance model in place that includes how to handle law 
and order and keep the village safe and clean, Minthorn said.  

Thursday, October 26, 2006, 10 a.m. 
Celilo Village Longhouse, Elders Dining Hall 
• 50th Anniversary of The Dalles Dam Observance 
• Economy and governance  
• Public transportation 
• Phase I Construction Partnering Session: Setting  

expectations with Wy-Am Board, Corps, BIA, and 
Colville Tribal Services 

The Wy-Am Board invites Celilo Village residents to attend 
meetings, participate in the process and provide comments. 

Next Wy-Am Board meeting 

Wyam Board Members 
Celilo Village: Delilah Heemsah & Bobby Begay 
CTUIR: Antone Minthorn & Leo Stuart 
CTWS: Ron Suppah & Reuben Henry 
YIN: Leo Aleck  

Site plan 
 At the September board meeting, Miller distributed 
copies of the site plan with heads-of-household names 
on associated housing units. “Extensive research went 
into determining occupancy,” Miller said. “It is the 
Corps’ and BIA’s best effort to be equitable within the 
law.” Each tribe also looked at their records and con-
curred with the BIA and Corps findings, Beard said. 
 To determine each family’s home size, planners must 
meet federal housing law requirements and assess fam-
ily size. The BIA staff will confirm children’s enroll-
ment in local schools. 
 Every effort was made to keep people in locations 
where they currently reside, Miller said. Some loca-
tions needed to be changed to move homes out of the 
railroad right-of-way, away from the cliff’s rock fall, 
for fire safety purposes, or to provide road access. 

50th Anniversary Observance 
 In March 2007, 50 years will have passed since the 
pool behind The Dalles Dam formed. The board is con-
sidering holding an event at Celilo. Because the village 
will be under construction then, the event may be held 
near the Columbia River. 
 Lana Jack told the board she and a group plan to hold 
a healing conference at Celilo Park between Nov. 23 and 
Nov. 29, which is open to the public. The event will in-
clude a documentary about the flooding of Celilo Falls. 

   Architect Chuck Archer pre-
sented plans for the new class-
room and administration build-
ing at the Sept. board meeting. 
He located the two BIA offices 
on one side of the building and 
the classroom the other.  
    Connecting restrooms with 
showers separate the two func-
tions. Exterior doors allow out-
side access to the restrooms, but 
can be locked when needed.  

 Building materials used will be similar to the 
houses’. Paul Young, BIA Warm Springs Agency su-
perintendent, asked the board if BIA law enforcement 
officers could use the offices at times.  

BIA and classroom building  
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